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“The relatively positive news is that some of the programs we have in place are working to help meet kids’ health 

needs. It underscores the fact that we can’t go backwards and cut funds from programs that provide vital services to 

Maine’s children,” said Crocker. 

2010 ACS Data Highlights: 

INCOME--Median household incomes have fallen in the state and nationally 

• Median household income in Maine decreased 5.1% between 2007 and 2010—from $48,265 to $45,815. Maine’s 

median income is well below the national level. 

• The median household income for the United States decreased 6.2% ($3,280) between 2007 and 2010—from 

$53,326 to $50,046. No state saw an increase in median income. 

POVERTY--Poverty is on the rise in Maine and nationally; the rate for children is disproportionately high compared 

with the total population. 

• 17.8% of children under age 18 in Maine are living in poverty (17.1% in 2009). 

• 21.6% of children under age 18 in the United States are living in poverty (20% in 2009). 

• 23.3% of Maine children under age 5 are living in poverty (20.4% in 2009). 

• 25.0% of U.S. children under age 5 are living in poverty (23.2% in 2009). 

• 12.9% of the total population in Maine is living in poverty. 

• 15.3% of the total population in the United States is living in poverty. 

LOW-INCOME—A growing number of Maine children are “low-income” (200% of poverty level; “low-income” is an 

income of $36,620 for a family of three) 

• 41% of children in Maine are in low-income households (2010). That is a 14 percent increase from the 36% low-

income kids in 2000. 

• 44% of children in the United States are in low-income households (2010); the rate was 39%  in 2000. 

HEALTH INSURANCE--Maine is doing better than the national average in covering children 

• 4% of children in Maine do not have health insurance. 

• 8% of children in the United State do not have health insurance. 
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